
May 2024 LOCO News (locoguild.com) 

Next Meeting: May 14, 2024 
 
6:30 pm No Business Meeting or Show & Tell   
Dye Day! Please come at 6:30 pm to help with setup. 
Instructions for preparing fiber to be dyed can be 
found here in the newsletter! Let’s have a colorful 
time! 
 
Location: Carlisle Reservation 

Snacks: Vicky B., Jean C., Barb C., Deb S.  

 

If you wear your Name Tag and sign in at the meeting you will be 
entered into a drawing for a small but very useful prize.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

https://locoguild.com


How to Get Ready for Dye Day 
By Karen L. 

 
Please use these general instructions for the guilds annual dye day.  
 
The preparation for cotton/tencel/rayon/other plant fibers differs from wool/
alpaca/angora/silk/other animal fibers. Be sure to remember the basics: 
 
Dyes, cups, and syringes will all be supplied by the guild. If you have a different 
favorite application method, please bring whatever you need for that. If you are 
dyeing skeins, please tie them loosely, so the dye can penetrate all areas of your 
skein. If you are dyeing a pre-made warp-these are the most fun to weave later- 
be sure your choke ties are not too tight. If you are dyeing an item of clothing, 
please be sure to wash it at least once first. If you are dyeing unspun fiber, be 
sure it is clean.  
 
You will need: rubber gloves, paper towels, plastic wrap, something to carry your 
dyed items home in (plastic bags and or buckets), and wear old clothes. A small 
pile of old newspapers would be useful. If you can help with the set-up, come at 
6:30 or so. We will cover the tables with plastic drop cloths and newspaper.  
 
For cotton: soak the items to be dyed in tap water overnight. Wring out and bring 
to the meeting damp. For wool: soak the items to be dyed overnight in a glug or 
two of white vinegar diluted with tap water. Wring out and bring to the meeting 
damp. 
 
General dyeing procedures: If you are dyeing cotton/rayon/tencel or other plant 
fibers you will soak the items to be dyed in activator (sodium carbonate and wa-
ter) at the meeting for 30 minutes before the eye is applied. Wring out well before 
dyeing. If you are dyeing animal fiber/silk DO NOT soak in the activator. You will 
then lay a piece of plastic wrap on the table and spread your skein out on it. After 
selecting and applying the dye (more about that at the meeting), you will wrap 
the dyed item in plastic and take it home to “set” the color.  
 
Cotton and wool use two entirely different procedures for the final setting of the 
color:  
For cotton: Take your wrapped item and put it some place that is at least 70 de-
grees (or warmer) for 4 hours. IMPORTANT: If you use turquoise, you MUST leave 
your dyed item to “batch” for at least 24 hours. Unwrap, and rinse gently in 
warm water until it runs clear. Admire as it hangs to dry.  
For wool: Take the wrapped item home and steam it for at least 30 minutes. You 
can wait until the next day to do this, but sometimes that leads to a muddying of 
the colors. Please use an old pot for this as the plastic wrap can leak. Remove 
from the pan but watch out, it can be VERY hot. (I sometimes let it cool down in 
the pot, or in the washbasin before unwrapping). Unwrap and rinse gently in 
warm water until it runs clear. Take in the beauty as it hangs to dry. If you need 
color ideas, look at magazines, calendars, photographs, fabric, etc. for inspira-
tion.  
 
If you have any questions, contact: Karen L.  
 

 



A Few More Notes About Dyeing Tencel  
By Barb E. 

 
Remember, the night before dyeing your yarn you should soak it in room temper-
ature water with a little bit of dawn (or comparable) soap then rinse. Squeeze it 
out and bring it to dye day. You will be surprised as to how dirty your water will 
be.  
 
Notes about Tencel from different sources: 

 
 WEBS: Tencel® is a member of the rayon family, but offers enhanced 
strength, durability and moisture absorption, making these yarns great for 
warm weather garments and accessories. Valley Yarns 8/2 Tencel® is a won-
derful weaving yarn well suited to any project that requires drape and sheen. 
We've created a beautiful selection of rich colors in addition to the natural op-
tion. Try it on its own or with another fiber to create an array of interesting 
color combinations and textures. Manufactured in Canada and dyed in the 
USA.  

 
The Woolery: Maurice Brassard Tencel 8/2 Yarn 100% Tencel yarn, great for 
weaving (warp or weft). Has a wonderful silky sheen and great strength. Sug-
gestions: use by itself or combine with Zephyr wool/silk or (for contrast) with 
8/2 cotton. Nice for tops and scarves. Order today and experience the quality 
of this 100% Tencel yarn. Tencel is produced from wood pulp using an envi-
ronmentally responsible process.  

 
Yarn Barn Tencel is a type of rayon so it is cool and breathable, with a silk-like 
sheen and drape. Use it in scarves, shawls, and tailored clothing for fabric 
that moves beautifully and shows off the rich, luminous shades.  

 
Halcyon Yarn Tencel yarn is absorbent and breathable like other natural fibers 
and can be used similarly to silk, bamboo or mercerized cotton. Tencel 8/2 is a 
great weight for a range of weaving projects from yardage for garments or 
upholstery to knitted accessories. Don’t let synthetic be a dirty word for this 
deluxe cellulose based fiber. Tencel yarn is soft, silky and very strong - wet or 
dry it's stronger than cotton.  

 
Tencel vs Cotton: Tencel is stronger and more durable than both cotton and 
linen, and is stronger than cotton when wet. Cotton is strong and durable, 
and stronger still when wet, allowing it to hold up well in a hot water wash cy-
cle.  

 
Does Tencel shrink in the dryer? Typically tencel shrinks around 3-5%, which 
is similar to cotton. To avoid shrinkage, wash on a lower heat and do not tum-
ble dry. 



Upcoming Meetings: 2024 

June 11, 2024 Carlisle Reservation LOCO lesson at 5:30 pm Repeat 
of Spinning 101. 6:30 program of potluck time and fair forms 
July 9, 2024 Carlisle Reservation LOCO lesson: short draw 
(spinning); Program: Edie Fuchsman and Joanne R. on needle 
felting. Fair Prep continues 
August 13, 2024 Carlisle Reservation LOCO lesson: Long draw 
(spinning) Program: TBD 
September 10, 2024 Carlisle Reservation “Fair presentations & 
Basket Raffle” 
October 8, 2024, Wellington Reservation LOCO lesson: Worsted 
spinning, Program: TBD 
November 12, 2024 Carlisle Reservation LOCO lesson: Woolen 
spinning, Program: Ornament make and take 
December 10, 2024  Wellington Reservation “Potluck, shawl raf-
fle, scholarship drawing” 

 

From our Membership:  

From Ann Hauser (found on Facebook):  

Folk artist and Living School alumna Lourdes Bernard writes:   

“Art invites audiences to consider the spirituality and transformative power of im-
ages. Engaging art offers respite, contemplation, even as it shares powerful, in-
spiring, or difficult stories. Art images are real and alive and have the power to 
change us and cause change.… They can shift our perspective on what we 
thought we knew and understood about a subject. Too often, art is considered 
decorative, and it is significantly more than that. Engaging with art means we have 
to slow down to allow a new experience to enter which perhaps cannot be ac-
cessed in another way. It can be an expansive experience.” 



Demonstrations: 2024 

(Contact Gina T.) 

Some exact times have not been set yet. Details will be given 
ASAP. 

 

Junteenth: June 15 (9am-6pm) Underground Railroad Center, 291 
S. Main Street, Oberlin, Ohio 44074 

FAVA Weave-In: July 20 and 21 (Saturday and Sunday.) Hours 
TBD. In addition to weaving I will be scheduling mini weaving 
lessons. These lessons will be queried for weavers and the gen-
eral public. Topics to be announced. (For example, 20 minutes on 
what is weaving?, what is overshot, a rigid heddle overview, how 
to warp an inkle loom..... suggestions will be appreciated,... so 
will presenters). 

Medina County Fair: First Week of August. Sheep Building, #40, 
720 Wear Smith Rd, Medina, OH 44256 In conjunction with Medi-
na Guild see Nancy Page/Beth Hines about signing up. 

Cuyahoga County Fair: Aug 6th thru the 11th 2024 Demo day to 
be announced ASAP 10AM-3PM 19201 East Bagley Rd., Middle-
burg Heights, OH 44130 

Lorain County Fair: The Fair is Aug 18-25, 2024. 23000 Fair-
grounds Road, Wellington, OH 44090 Additional demo times to 
be announced. Sunday Aug 25, 2024 10AM - 3PM 

Majestic Meadows Alpaca Ranch: Sept. 28th and 29th. (Sat and 
Sun) 10AM-3PM  

https://majesticmeadowsalpacas.com/events/national-alpaca-
farm-days-weekend-saturday-september-23-sunday-september
-24/  Spinners and weavers, alpaca fleece supplied to spinners 
from the farm. 

National Spinning & Weaving Week: Thur Oct 3, 2024 10am - 4pm 
13 W. College St., Oberlin OH 44070 

 

 



LOCO Spinners and Weavers Guild 2024-2025 Challenge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Complete an Unfinished Object (UFO) and/or Use Fiber 
From Your Stash. 

Do you have a box of unfinished projects (UFO’s) or a ton 
of fiber you need to use up? Finish a project or start a new 
one with fiber from your stash. Any fiber, any project. 

Challenge begins in April 2024 and ends April 2025. 

Be ready to tell the story of the project. When did you 
start the project? How did the project evolve? How do you 
feel about the project? Yarn? How old is the yarn and any 
story behind the fiber. And anything else you’d like to 
share.  

Do you want to be really challenged? Swap a project or fi-
ber with another member and finish it for that member! 

 

 

 



Library News:  

In April, our library moved from Ginko Gallery to just down the road at 
FAVA&#39;s (Firelands Association for the Visual Arts) Fiber Arts Studio lo-
cated in the basement with an available elevator.  Thank you to Liz Burgess 
from Ginko Gallery for the many years of storing our library.   Thank you 
to FAVA especially Kathleen and Erin for their support on the LOCO li-
brary&#39;s new journey.   A special thanks to Gina, Kelly, Jean O., Betsy, 
Ben, Barb and Craig, for volunteering with the move.  As of Tuesday, May 
7th, the library has been catalogued and ready for members to sign out 
books.  A LOCO Library Open House is in the works where members can 
browse, read and enjoy a cup of tea and dessert.  A date will be coming 
soon.  FAVA hours are Tuesday through Saturday 11am to 5pm and Sunday 
1pm to 5pm.  

New books and magazines: 

Rep, Rips Reps Weave:  Projects, Instruction, and Inspiration by Lucienne 
Coifman is a complete workshop style read which provides drafts and full 
instructions for more than 20 projects.   

Nature Provides:  Dyes for Rainbows by Carol Leigh Brack-Kaiser is anoth-
er workshop style read for obtaining “rainbows of color” of dyes.  The au-
thor takes you through three different workshops using a variety of local 
and ancient (from other countries) natural dyes.  Carol is the founder of 
Hillcreek Fiber Studio www.hillcreekfiberstudio.com 

PLY magazine:  the guild discontinued ordering this magazine in 2017 and 
members asked for it back.  Everything and more regarding spinning.  With 
LOCO Lessons focusing on spinning, this just might be the read for novice 
as well as veteran spinners. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
April 2024 Meeting Minutes 

Submitted by Elaine J. 

The April Spinning 101 LOCO lesson was a big success with 6 
guests and many members attending. 

 
>> Karen moved and Vicky seconded to accept the March 
minutes as published, motion passed. 
>> Vice President Sara reported 21 people attended the 2 day 
Weave In. 
>> Membership Missy reported 3 new members joined before 
the meeting. 
>> Program Karen asked for a show of hands of members plan-
ning to dye at the next meeting. 
>> Sunshine Chris sent 5 birthday cards last month. 
>> Refreshment Irena was busy getting refreshment volunteers. 
>> Library Barb informed everyone the library will be moving 
from Ginko to FAVA on April 16. 
>> Karen reported the members have chosen Jewel Tones as the 
service project colors this year and we will be dying the fiber at 
the next meeting. 
>> Nancy reported on the Medina Guild happenings. 
>> Old News 
>> Karen reported 5 members helped to close and put to rest 
the Metro Park dye garden. 
>> Show & Tell 
>> Sara:  Taguete’rug 
>> Betsy:  13.5 yards October Maple Leaves, 12 yards equaling 15 
finger towels, taquete towels 
>> Audrey:  5 drum cases 
>> Ben:  hand-spun fiber 
>> The 2023/2024 Inspiration piece with a color twist chal-
lenge, which became known as the pinecone challenge had 14 
members presenting their items. 
>> Debbie shared her LOCO Scholarship experience from the 
Robin Spady “Pictures, Piles, Potpourri, and Perplexing Curi-
osities” Workshop.   

 



April Meeting Highlights:        

LOCO Lesson: Spinning 101 

 



April Meeting Highlights:        

2023-2024 Challenge: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Show & Tell:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Program: Deb S. scholarship presentation...nice job! 

 

 



Natural Dye Study Group 

On Saturday, April 20th eleven members gathered to dye yarn using 
natural plant material.  The study group researched local plants as 
well as other plants that peaked their interest.  They went through the 
whole process of cleaning yarn, measuring mordants, preparing pots 
for mordants and plant material, straining dye baths, dyeing yarn and 
taking it home to clean.  Onion skins, dried marigolds and madder 
roots (from LOCO’s dye garden at Mill Hollow) produced beautiful 
colors of yellow-green, red-brown and salmon-orange that day.  Yarn 
will be shared at show and tell in June. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FROM: Gina T. 

RE: Additional Scholarships for Guild Members 

DATE: May, 2024 

At the last meeting, I was approached by several members 
(committee/leadership members as well as those who are not) 
with an idea for an additional scholarship. After some discussion 
with additional members, we have come up with some proposed 
bylaw changes.  

The purpose is twofold: 

First: the additional scholarships are a way to highlight the offic-
ers and appointed positions who are listed on the back of the 
newsletter and perhaps to entice additional members to sign up to 
help. Members in elected and appointed positions take care of 
their jobs every month and have a greater responsibility for run-
ning the guild. Just like members the guild thanks for taking time 
to demonstrate with a chance at a scholarship, the guild should al-
so thank those officers and appointed chairs in the same way. 

Second: (and to me the most important).  I have been Program 
Chair since 2019.  This bylaw change of adding two more scholar-
ships would create a regularly scheduled program that highlights 
the scholarship winners and their presentations.  I feel the presen-
tations have been kind of haphazard.  This would create a full 
meeting program to look forward to each year, in the spring, de-
pending on what else the program committee schedules. It would 
be all four presentations and the scholarship drawings for the fol-
lowing year.  It would also expand all of our knowledge base, get 
teacher reviews, learn about books, etc.   

Some additional bylaw language changes will be needed to make 
the dates in committee duties descriptions align. 

Also, I noticed the bylaws say library is housed at Ginko Gallery, so 
we need to change that to FAVA (Firelands Association of the Visu-
al Arts), located at 39 S. Main St. Oberlin. 

These changes will be implemented after the next election, with 
the first complete scholarship program being in the spring of 2026. 

See the next page for proposed bylaw changes. 



DRAFT: May, 2024          Changes to bylaws:  Blue – add ,  Red – delete,  

Article II – Officers and Duties 
Section I – The elected officers of the Guild shall be President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer.  
Volunteer and Appointed positions may include Demonstrations, Guild Equipment, Historian, Librarian, Mem-
bership, Newsletter Editor, Programs, Public Relations, Refreshments, Samples, Service Project, Sunshine and 
Workshops. 
Appointed Positions: 
The Librarian shall look after the Guild library, currently housed in the back of the Ginko Gallery and Studio, 19 
S. Main St., at FAVA (Firelands Association for the Visual Arts) 39 S. Main St. Oberlin, OH. The Librarian shall 
keep track of all subscriptions and renew them when they are due. 
The Service Project chair shall be responsible for all things pertaining to the service project as listed in the ad-
denda below. 
 
Scholarships 
The LOCO Spinners and Weavers Guild offers two four scholarships per year to members for the further devel-
opment of their fiber skills. The scholarships will be up to $150 per person, depending on the finances of the 
guild. Some examples for the use of scholarship monies are: workshops, classes, books, supplies or other mate-
rials. Scholarships will be awarded in the spring (date to be determined by program committee). At this same 
meeting previous year scholarship recipients will make a presentation on how they spent their money. These 
presentations will help further the knowledge of all guild members. Winners are not eligible to receive another 
scholarship in the category in which they have won for 3 years. History of winners will be recorded by the 
Demonstration Chair. It is possible for an individual to win a scholarship from both categories in one year. A 
more extensive presentation will be expected from a double winner. 
 
In order to qualify for a scholarship, members must have paid their dues and participate in a demonstration 
during the current year. For each demonstration members attend, their names will be added to the scholarship 
drawing that will be held at the December meeting. This is one way for the guild to thank or reward those mem-
bers who help fulfill LOCO’s mission of sharing with the community. 
 
The winners must make a brief guild presentation on how they spent the money sometime in the  following 
year or by the next December meeting at the latest. The presentation will help to further all guild members’ 
fiber knowledge. Winners will become eligible to receive a scholarship again after 3 years. If a member’s name 
is drawn who is not eligible for scholarship, the member will receive a free LOCO membership the following 
year. 
 
Category One – Demonstrations 
 
In order to qualify for one of the two scholarships for Demonstrations, members must have paid their dues and 
participate in demonstrations during the current year. For each demonstration members attend, their names 
will be added to the scholarship drawing that will be held at a spring meeting (date to be determined by the 
program committee). 
 
Category Two – Officers and Appointed Positions 
In order to qualify for one of the two scholarships for Officers and Appointed Positions, members must have 
paid their dues, be listed as an elected officer or appointed member of a committee, and put in at least 10 
hours of work per year in their listed position. These names will be added to a second separate scholarship 
drawing that will be held at a spring meeting (date to be determined by the program committee). 
 
 



Local Classes: 

Praxis Fiber Workshop: https://
www.praxisfiberworkshop.org/ 

May: Intro to Weaving 

May: Drop Spindle Basics 

May: Wheel Spinning Basics 

May: BioFab: EcoMaterials 

June: Ecoprinting 

June: Into to TC2 (weaving) 

 

Fiber related exhibit: 

FAVA: AQM XX: FAVA's 20th Biennial Contemporary Quilt Ex-
hibition — May 11 - July 7 
Reception & Awards: Saturday, June 22, 1-3  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Area Fiber Shows:  

May 25-26 Great Lakes Fiber Show, Wooster, OH 
(Greatlakesfibershow.org) 

The Show is bigger this year with much more fun things to do. We can use 
your help with demonstrating, booth sitting. If you have time on Friday 
come help set up for a few hours. (sorry no shopping). Please see Nancy 
Page, Jean Crawford and Laura Enoch if you have the time and willing to 
escape your family for a few hours. You also can just come and sit in the 
booth and craft. There is still room in the all the workshops, come learn a 
new craft or brush up on an old. What to bring, your craft, chair and what 
ever you want to drink or eat. There will be food vendors. If you want to 
sell in the booth please contact Nancy Page. Items must have name and 
price. Tax will be charged you will receive a check @ a week after the 
show. 

Please go to greatlakesfibershow.org to see a list of events and workshops 

 

We have assembled a wonderful list of workshops for you this year to 
learn a craft or to try one out to see if you like it.  That is the great thing 
about taking workshops at the Great Lakes Fiber Show. We do our best to 
keep these workshops affordable so you can try them out. We keep the 
classes small so you get the attention you deserve as a beginner. So 
please take a look at the listings and try something new. There is plenty of 
room, join with a friend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://greatlakesfibershow.org/


Medina Guild Updates: (Nancy P.) 

Medina’s last meeting of the season is May 21, 2024, this meeting will 
be at 7:00p. with The Spike Neilson Textile and Fashion Show to start 
at 7:30p. All are invited. Karen Long is our M.C. If you have an item 
you would like to present there will be a short form to fill out and at-
tach to the item. Please join us on September 17, at 7:30p for our Giant 
Show and Tell. 

Demonstrations:  Why come and demo with Medina? It gets the 
Guild's out in public and the demo counts toward your name in the 
drawing for the Scholarship drawing in December for the LOCO 
guild.  Other then that it is just fun to craft together 

 

Medina Demonstration Schedule:  

May 12 (10-4) Mother’s Day: Pure Passions Alpaca Farm , 7679 Sea-
sons Rd, Kent, Ohio 44240 

May Saturday 27 10-5 Great Lakes Fiber Show Wayne County Fair 
Grounds 199 Vanover Street, Wooster, Ohio 44691 Nancy  

May Sunday 28 10-4 Great Lakes Fiber Show Wayne County Fair 
Grounds 199 Vanover Street, Wooster, Ohio 44691 Nancy  

June Sundays 10-2 Sundays at the Farm Brunswick Historical Farm 
4613 Laurel Road, Brunswick Ohio 44212 Nancy  

June Sundays 2-4 Bay Village Historical Society Rose Hill Museum 
27715 Lake Road, Bay Village, Ohio 44140 Nancy Costume Saturday 15 
9-6  

July Sundays 10-2 Sundays at the Farm Brunswick Historical Farm 
4613 Laurel Road, Brunswick Ohio 44212 Nancy S 

July Sundays 2-4 Bay Village Historical Society Rose Hill Museum 
27715 Lake Road, Bay Village, Ohio 44140 Nancy Costume  

July Saturday 6 2-5 Broadview Historical Society Home Days in 
Broadview Heights 9543 Broadview Heights, OH 44147 Nancy  

 

 

 



Please remember to shop at 
the Woolery thru the icon on 

our homepage,  

http://locoguild.com  

Officers & Appointed Positions: 2024 

President: Jean Crawford 

Vice President: Sara Twining 

Treasurer: Missy Merril 

Secretary: Elaine Jameyson 

Workshops:  

Programs: Ann Davies, Jean Ohlenbusch, Karen Long, Gina Ta-
landis, Sheri Zapdka, Vicki Beaver 

Library: Barb Enos & Jean Ohlenbusch 

Demonstrations: Gina Talandis. Elizabeth Yasaki 

Membership: Missy Merril 

Sunshine: Christine Bruce 

Guild Equipment: Julie Bragg 

Refreshments: Irena Talandis 

Historian: Ann Hauser 

Newsletter/Website: Ann Davies 

 

mailto:lcswguild@gmail.com


 

Ed the Wheel Healer  

Maker of Great Wheels  

Mender of All Things Spinning  

Ed Rowe 45485 Hughes Rd. Oberlin, OH 
44074 (440) 774-3210 (216) 269-5413  

The Hines Sheep Co.  

Tom, Beth and Holly Hines 10735 LaGrange 
Road, Elyria, OH 44035 (440) 458-4049 

Fleece of champion Columbias and South-
downs and Natural Sheep (black) Roving, 

skins yarn, freezer lamb, jerky.  

By Appointment  


