
Lorain County Spinners & Weavers Guild Monthly Newsletter 
 

July 2026 Newsletter 

Next Meeting: July 14, 2026 (Carlisle Reservation) 

July 14, 2026: (Location-Carlisle Reservation) 5:30 pm Loco Lesson: Knitting with 
Barb D. (see description below).  7:00 pm Business meeting, show and tell and 
Program: The Challenge of a Challenge. What makes a good challenge? Our July 
program is going to be the who, what, where, when, and why of challenges. What 
went right, what went wrong, would you do it again, or will you never do it again.  
Members of the placemat exchange will have a few comments about their 
experiences, and we encourage others to bring comments, or better yet results, 
they may have from challenges in which they were participants, be they in groups 
or simply ones you’ve set for yourself. Make sure to bring in raffle basket 
donations!!! 

 

*Loco Lesson for July 14:  

Knitting Tips and Tricks: a Loco Lesson with Barb Dittmer 

Join us at 5:30 for the answer to all your knitting questions. While geared for the 
advanced beginner, everyone is welcome. Although Barb will have a short handout 
with resources for patterns, apps, videos, etc., don’t forget your note taking 
materials. She can talk about lace knitting techniques, patterns, tips for how to 
make your life easier when knitting complex patterns, just about anything really. 
While not really a hands on, if you’ve got a specific problem or question, bring that 
along. Barb has been knitting for over 15 years and she has a wealth of knowledge 
and information, and is happy to share it all.  

 

 

 

 



 

Snack schedule for 2026:  

Name Starts with:  First Month:  Second Month: 

B-C-D January July 

E-F-G-H-I February August 

J-K-L-M-N-O-P March September 

Q-R-S-T-U April October 

V-W-X-Y-Z-A May November 

June and December are our Potluck months this year 

Calendar for 2026: All meetings start at 7 pm unless otherwise noted. 
The schedule is subject to change so make sure you check this section month to 
month! Carlisle Reservation (12882 Diagonal Rd., Lagrange, OH) Wellington 
Reservation (535 Jones Rd., Wellington, OH) 
 
August: (Location-Carlisle Reservation) No Loco Lesson, Business meeting or show 
and tell; 7 pm Program: Basket Raffle 
September: (Location-Carlisle Reservation) 5:30 Loco Lesson: Crocheting basics 
with Missy M; 7:00 pm Business meeting, Show and Tell; Fair Show and Tell & Our 
first Loco Fashion Show it/Wear it 
October: (Location-Wellington Reservation) No Loco Lesson; 7:00 pm Business 
meeting, Show and Tell; Make it-take it  coiled basket  with Gina T.  
November:  (Location-Carlisle Reservation) No Loco Lesson; 7:00 pm Business 
meeting, Show and Tell; Program TBD  
December: (Location-Wellington Reservation) No Loco lesson; 6:30 start time for 
POTLUCK! Business meeting, Show and Tell, Shawl Drawing  
 
Demonstrations for 2026: (Watch here for listings to come and changes) 
by Betsy B. 
 
July 11, 2026 (Saturday, 10-12) Bellwether Farm, Spinning with lunch after. 
August 7, 2026 (Friday) (10-3pm Arts and Crafts Building) Medina County Fair 
August (Thursday) (12-4 pm) Cuyahoga County Fair 
August 26 and 30, 2026  (Wednesday, 10-2, Craft Barn & Sunday, 10-3, Pavillion B) 
Lorain County Fair 
September Lyme Village (Belleville) 
September Oberlin Historical Society 
September National Alpaca Day (Majestic Meadows, North Coast Alpacas)  
September National Spinning and Weaving Week in front of Ben Franklin (Oberlin) 
Additional demonstration opportunities are available through the Medina’s guild 
website.  



Loco Meeting Minutes for June 9, 2026: (Carlisle Nature Center) 
by Barb E.  
 
Pot Luck Dinner 
6:30 pm Potluck. As usual, a variety of dishes and desserts to share. Lynn Born’s wedding is 
approaching so a cake was ordered and congratulation wishes to her. 
7:15 pm Program 2 - 2025 Scholarship Presentations and 1- 2024 Scholarship Presentation 
Ben K 2025– Ben studied dyeing techniques using a variety of mordants and marigold 
baths. He was able to purchase a new to him, Harrisville loom and supplies. 
Elizabeth Y 2024 – Elizabeth participated in a Flax to Linen spinning class. She distributed 
information regarding terminology on flax/linen and a spreadsheet of merchants to 
purchase flax. 
Betsy B. 2025 – Betsy went to the Eastern Great Lakes Fiber Conference and participated in 
a class given by Liz Spear. Betsy took with her an older hand made garment and 
transformed it into something she would now wear. She also encouraged others to go to 
some of the mid-west conferences available in our area. 
Scholarship Drawings for 2026 
Two drawings from demonstrations: Ann K and Kathryn D 
Two drawings from officers: Betsy B, Ben K, Ann H, all get free membership. Mary Ann K 
and Jean C. winners. 
Guild Challenge -Fiber Bingo. Six members shared their bingo cards and two items from 
the card. Thank you for the people who participated. 
Show and Tell: Michele H.-gorgeous quilt; Betsy B.- naturally dyed yarn, chem dyed towels 
and Tencel scarves; Elaine J. – Shared her classes from Great Lakes Fiber Festival gradient 
dyeing and tapestry.; Sara T. – dyed roving that got left in the rain and felted (any uses?) 
Business Meeting: 
President Jean C. welcomed everyone to our meeting. We had two guests: Kristen M. 
who just purchased her first spinning wheel and Cheryl M (who did not announce herself) 
who is a loom and tapestry weaver. 
Minutes of May, 2026 meeting: Jean O moved to accept the minutes and Karen L 
seconded. Motion passed. 
Reports: 
President Jean C – Thanked everyone for the potluck spread and wonderful food. 
Jean hoped everyone enjoyed the Great Lakes Fiber Festival and special thanks to all who 
volunteered. 
Thank you to Vilija for offering a sewing workshop and then presenting at our meeting. 
Jean reminded everyone of the opportunities this summer to volunteer to demonstrate. It 
is a great learning opportunity and a way to get to know your fellow guild members. 
Treasurer and membership – Missy M. – Membership is due by August to be able to 
participate in the basket raffle. 
 
Programs – Karen L. July will be a short program on Guild Challenges highlighting the 
placemat exchange. Ideas will be provided for tips and tricks of starting an exchange, study 
group or challenge. August will be the basket raffle. September will be fair sharing. 
LOCO Lessons – July is knitting with Barb D. and Sept.is crocheting with Missy M. 
Workshops – Barb E. Barb invited members to join Susan Conover’s weaving linen 
workshop. 
Sunshine and Refreshments – Mary Ann sent out 9 cards. Please contact her if you know of 
any members’ celebrations, ill, condolences etc. 
Equipment – Julie B. – Equipment is available, contact Julie. The drum carder was just 



borrowed. 
Demonstrations – Betsy B. shared first day demonstrating results at Herrick Library in 
Wellington and is looking forward to two more days. Reminded everyone of upcoming 
demos. 
Full list will be in the July newsletter. 
Old Business 
Lyme Village – it was noted that Lyme village was reported in our minutes located in the 
wrong city. Jean was getting phone calls and people were confused. 
A motion was presented: Karen L. moved and Beth H. second to make corrections on the 
location of Lyme Village from Bellville, Ohio to the correct city of Bellevue, Ohio. Motion 
passed. 
New Business 
Dye Day – Barb E. LOCO natural dyers will have a fall dye day(s) on Friday October 2 nd and 
Sat. 
October 3 rd . She inquired if anyone who never naturally dyed before would be interested 
in joining and learning. An extra day could be added if response is numerous. 
Meeting adjourned 
9:00 pm 
Respectfully submitted, 
Barb E 
                        
Workshop Committee Updates: 

by Barb E.  

October 16 th and 17 th – Weaving With Your Woven Flax (or linen for non-spinners) 
with Susan Conover. Fliers and more information will be available in July. 
Participants taking the spinning workshop will have priority over other members. 

Other workshops you may enjoy checking out:  

Welcome Linen Enthusiasts! “Join us at the National Museum of the American 
Coverlet in Bedford, PA for a 3-day exploration of flax and linen, featuring 
expert-led workshops, demonstrations, and talks celebrating textile craftsmanship 
and tradition. It has been 10 years since the Flax & Linen Symposium was held in 
Deerfield, Massachusetts in 2016 - so it's time to do it again!. This time the event 
would be two-fold: a fundraiser for the National Museum of the American Coverlet 
and a gathering of flax and linen enthusiasts.   We hope you join us - either in 
person or virtually! Presenters include: Cassie Dickson, Andrea Myklebust, Cindy 
Conner, Brenda Page, Michelle Parrish, Gina Gerhard, Ron Walter, and museum 
director Melinda Zongor. We are proud to announce that our event is being 
sponsored by the Southeast Fiber Arts Alliance (SEFAA), the Handweavers Guild of 
America, Inc. (HGA), and the MidAtlantic Fiber Association (MAFA).  Their 
sponsorship is providing us with technical expertise so we are able to broaden 
participation to a larger virtual audience, and we sincerely thank them for their 
support. Find out more: https://flaxandlinen2026.org/ 

https://www.fiberartsalliance.org/
https://weavespindye.org/
https://weavespindye.org/
https://mafafiber.org/


Library News: 

by Barb E. & Jean O. 
 
From Jean O.: Celebration Time for Weavers Update!!!! 
 
I have good news. I just listened to the Longthread Media Podcast. 
(https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/reweaving-marguerite-porter-dav
isons-handweavers-pattern/id1508572777?i=1000770293143)  The group 
associated with BARN is in fact revising the Handweaver's Pattern Book.  The 
granddaughter of Marguerite Porter Davidson lives on Whitby Island which is 
where BARN is located.  The Handweaving studio where Margaret Van de 
Hoot is also part of BARN..  
 
The copyright to the Handweaver's Pattern Book is held by her family and 
they passed it to the granddaughter, who lives on Whitby Island. They 
brought together people with the requisite knowledge and skills as well as 
asking  the weavers in the Whitby weaving guild if they would be interested 
in weaving the samples.  The project has been ongoing for two years and 
involved close to 100 people.  It sounded like everyone really enjoyed the 
project and learned a lot. 
 
Information is supposed to be on the Barn website. For the book, they 
decided to have the samples woven in dark blue and natural because the 
photographs will show off the structure of the weaves.  If a design was in 3 
colors they used  light blue. So I assume the photos will be black and white. 
They have fixed mistakes and updated the tie-ups for rising shed looms. They 
are trying to maintain Porter's voice while adding updated information to 
what she  had written. Wif files will be available for free. I think from the 
Longthread Media website. 
 
The book will be published by Shiffer and is due out summer of 2027.  The 
samples have been woven so that they can be hung for exhibit.  In the fall of 
2027, here will be a celebration with the samples at BARN.  The hope is that 
the exhibit can travel to other places. 
 
It looks like there will be two books.  The Canadian book will be based on the 
Handweaver's Pattern Book with samples in color and new drafts.  It too will 
have wifs available.  The second book will be The Handweaver's Pattern Book 
Revised, although I don't know if that's going to be its title.  It's a celebration 
of her life's work and will include a picture of her studio and the loom on 
which she wove the samples. I'm so excited.  Jean.  

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/reweaving-marguerite-porter-davisons-handweavers-pattern/id1508572777?i=1000770293143
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/reweaving-marguerite-porter-davisons-handweavers-pattern/id1508572777?i=1000770293143


LOCO Challenges 2026: 
by Barb E.  

Chain Reaction:   The 4th participants have until December to complete the chain 
reaction. Remember to take a photo of your project with a small paper with name 
and member number.  Send a photo to Barb.  It can be a text with a photo. The full 
chain will be completed by December 2026. 
 
 
It’s Fair Time Again: 
by Barb E.  
  

It’s Fair Time!! Sunday, August 23 rd - Sunday, August 30 th . The Lorain County Fair 
books are out and only available at the office. The book is on-line at 
LorainCountyFair.com. Forms are also now available on-line. Office hours are 9:00 
am to 3:00 pm. Starting in August 9:00 am to 5:00 pm. Membership pass is $45. The 
Guild will reimburse you $5.00 if you enter an item in the Needlecraft barn. Forms 
are due before or ON August 5, 2026 by 5:00 pm. No forms will be accepted after. 
When you get your entry tickets, check the information. It cannot be changed after 
August 5 th . Needlework Barn is Department 9 in the fair book. Items should be 
brought to barn on Saturday, August 22 nd (1:00 – 5:00) or Sunday, August 23 rd 
(12:00 – 5:00). Also, look through Department 10. You might find an entry that you 
can enter a fiber item. No changes have been made to weaving and spinning but 
PLEASE use the current book when filling out your form. 

Demonstrating at the Fair: 

Wednesday August 26 th 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. At the Needlework Barn.  

Sunday August 30 th 10:00 am to 3:00 pm Pavilion behind office. 

Come anytime. Let’s show off our talents. Any fiber related skill can be shared. Or, 
just come and sit with us to help promote the guild. If you bring something to do, 
you will get your name added to the scholarship drawing. NOTE: If anyone would 
like to help in the barn on August 22 nd , 23 rd or 24 th contact Barb Enos. 

 

 

 

 



Just a reminder….. 

It is Guild membership renewal time. Double check how you are listed in the membership 
booklet. (https://locoguild.com/member-access/) When you pay your membership 
renewal make sure you let us know if your information needs corrections. Guild 
membership is required to attend the August raffle!  

 

Officers & Appointed Positions 2025-2026: 
President: Jean C 
Vice President: Sara T 
Treasurer: Missy M 
Secretary: Nancy P. (Barb E. alternate) 
Workshops: Sheri Z, Barb E, Jean C. Heidi C. 
Programs: Ann K, Jean O, Karen L, Gina T, Sheri Z, Vicki B,  Heidi C. 
Library: Barb E & Jean O 
Demonstrations: Betsy B. 
Membership: Missy M 
Sunshine: Maryann K. 
Guild Equipment: Julie B 
Refreshments: Vicki B supplies 
Historian: Ann H, Ben K 
Newsletter/Website: Ann K  

Please remember to shop at the Woolery thru the icon on our  homepage, 

http://locoguild.com 

https://locoguild.com/member-access/


Thank You to Our Advertisers:
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